
cation." The ground of precedent as ordinarily
assumed by the state's attorney, whose business
it is to bring to punishment as many criminals
as possible, is commonly based on old English
decisions that intoxication is never an excuse for
crime and that ' ' no man can plead that he should
be exempt from the law by reason of not know¬
ing or not being able to control the extent and
force of his acts, by reason of being drunk, and
that drunkenness is a voluntary insanity, and
those who use alcohol to that degree know full
well the consequences of that act." These are

the extremes of the question as to how far ine¬
briety may coexist with irresponsibility. It is
only of late years that there has been enough of
practical psychology known by physicians to en¬

able them to grapple with this problem. And
still fewer have had that assurance of their con¬

victions to support them against an intrenched
and popular doctrine that has ruled the courts
for three centuries. The Congress of Psychology,
held at Paris during August, 1889, as reported
in the Press and Circular, considered this subject
and took formal action thereto, according to
which it is proposed that the government should
be called upon to take steps to more thoroughly
protect society against criminal dipsomaniacs,
and for that purpose to establish special asylums
for the treatment of hibitual drunkenness, this
proposition was adopted by the assembly unani¬
mously.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
HOME.

The Roosevelt Hospital, New York.\p=m-\
The Syms Operating Theatre of the Roosevelt
Hospital has been commenced. It will occupy a

space of 90 by 75 feet and will cost from $150,000
to $175,000. The balance, then remaining from
the bequest of $350,000, will be invested as an

endowment fund.
Dr. Joseph Y. Porter, who recently resigned

from the Army, has applied, by means of a bill
in the Senate, for permission to be placed upon
the retired list of Army surgeons. The impor-
tant services of Dr. Porter during the yellow fever
epidemic of 1888 are not likely to be soon for-
gotten.

Prize Essay on Epilepsy.\p=m-\Dr.H. A. Hare,
of Philadelphia, has taken another prize. This

time it is for the best essay on epilepsy, and its
value is 4,000 francs. It was awarded by the
Royal Academy of Medicine of Belgium. Al-
though Dr. Hare is the editor of the Medical News
this item of news comes to us through another
channel. He with Dr. Martin, also of Philadel¬
phia, took two valuable prizes last summer with
the same essay ; one of these they declined.

FOREIGN.

Sir William Scovell Savory.—A baronetcy
was given by the Queen, on New Year's day, to
the eminent surgeon, Mr. Savory, of London.
Until recently he was the President of the Royal
College of Surgeons, refusing a reelection.

Proposed Five Years' Course of Medical
Study in Great Britain.—The General Medi¬
cal Council is seriously considering the propriety
of compelling a five years' course of medical study
as a requisite to registration and practice in Great
Britain. The question will be up for discussion
at the next meeting in May. The Royal College
of Physicians will probably oppose the scheme,
for the present, a preliminary vote having been
taken by its Council which declares that it does
not see its way to recommend the adoption of the
increased term of study.

University of Berlin.—Dr. Hans Virchow,
son of Professor Rudolph Virchow, has been ap¬
pointed to a professorship of Anatomy in the Uni¬
versity of Berlin. Dr. Fritz Bramann, who trache-
otomized the late Emperor Frederick in February,
1888, has been made extraordinary professor ofsur¬

gery. He graduated in 1880 and has been Berg-
mann's assistant since 1887. He has recently de¬
clined a surgical chair at Greifswald.

Compulsory Treatment of Inebriates.—
Dr. Gairdner, of Glasgow, has lately delivered an

address to the Midland Medical Society, in Bir¬
mingham, on "Drunkenness and Dipsomania:
Medical and Legal Preventives and Remedies."
He strongly supported more stringent measures

for the compulsory detention of habitual drunk¬
ards, and on the same lines as those for the treat¬
ment of the insane. No medical practitioner can

fail to see the absurdity of making the detention
of habitual drunkards turn on their own consent.

Dr. Robert Koch, of Berlin, is reported to
be still busily engaged in his work upon the bac¬
teriology of the tubercle bacillus.
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